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CHINESE LANTERN FESTIVAL
The Lantern Festival takes place 15 days
after the start of Chinese New Year and
marks the end of the New Year
celebrations.

There are many stories about how the
festival first began. Some people believe
that a young girl who worked for Emperor
Ming Huang tricked the Emperor into
having a great festival so she could go
and visit her family. The Emperor enjoyed
the festival so much that he made it a
yearly event. He built 30 huge lantern
towers in the shape of different animals
like the tiger, leopard and dragon.

The festival was also thought to have
been started to celebrate the start of the
better weather after the cold and dark
days of winter. Another belief is that the
lanterns were able to guide spirits back
to the spirit world.

Today people hang lanterns everywhere
to light the way to a brighter future.
Children try to have the most original
lanterns which are often in the shape of
birds, fish or animals.

Things to Do:
Make a Chinese Lantern.

You will need an A3 sheet of paper, some
crayons, markers or coloured pencils, a
pair of scissors and a stapler or glue stick.

1) Decorate your piece of paper. Write
Happy Chinese New Year on it and
draw a dragon, fish or some birds.

2) Fold your piece of paper in half 
longways and make diagonal cuts 
along the fold about 4cm apart and
stopping around 4cm from the edge
of the paper.

3) Open out your sheet of paper and 
curve it round into a circle shape with
the cuts going top to bottom. Staple
or glue the edges together.

4) Cut a strip of paper 4cm wide and 
21cm long to make a lantern handle.
Staple or glue it to opposite sides on
the top of the lantern.

5) Display your lanterns by hanging them
around the class.
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DIWALI

The Diwali Festival lasts for five days
and each day has a special significance.
The word Diwali means rows of lamps
and it is also know as the Festival of
Light. Diwali is a very ancient Indian
festival and was originally celebrated
after the harvest.

On the first day, Dhantrayodashi, people
clean the front of their house and make
beautiful designs on the ground called
rangoli using colourful powders. Food
is prepared and oil lamps are lit. Diwali
has begun!

On the second day, Naraka Chaturdashi,
people take an oil bath in the morning
and at night light lamps and burn
firecrackers.

On the third day, Laxmipujan, people
worship Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth.
This is an important day for businessmen
who hope that the Goddess will bring
them wealth in the coming year.

On the fourth day, 
Varshapratipada, 
people celebrate 
Krishna. He saved their
ancestors by lifting a 
mountain with his 
finger and letting them
shelter from the heavy
rain. In some parts of

India the fourth day is also celebrated as
Annakoot which means mountain of food.
This is because gifts of food are presented
to the Gods in the shape of a mountain
piled before them.

On the fifth day, Bhayya-duj, brothers and
sisters come together for a big meal. All
brothers present a gift to their sisters. It
is a big family day.

Things to Do:
Design a Diwali card. Fold an A4 sheet
of paper in half to make your card. Try
to use images associated with Diwali
on the card and the words DIWALI
GREETINGS. Here is a list of words that
might help you in your design: fireworks,
rangoli patterns, Krishna, sweets,
flower garlands, food and lamps.
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HANUKKAH
A dreidel
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CHRISTMAS
A nativity scene



Christian Festivals
Christmas

Harvest is a time for 
Christians to thank God 

for the food that has been 
grown and produced. It 

takes place in September 
or October.

Harvest Festival

Easter, the most 
important Christian 

festival, celebrates Jesus 
rising from the dead 

after his crucifixion on 
Good Friday. 

Easter eggs are 
given to children 
to remind them 

of new life.

Easter

Christmas celebrates 
the birth of Jesus 

Christ  and is held on 
December the 25th.

Christians go 
to Church to 
celebrate all 

these festivals.




